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Isabel; Translated from the Spanish by Peden, Margaret Sayers Allende : Portrait In Sepia  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Portrait In Sepia: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Fine character development and sense of time and placeBy Linda 
LinguvicI really enjoyed "Daughter of Fortune" and looked forward to reading this 2001 sequel. I wasn't disappointed. 
Ms. Allende is a fine storyteller. It must have been difficult for her to weave the important elements of the two books 
together but it all fell together flawlessly. Again, I was swept into the story, which starts out in San Francisco and 
moves back to Chile, where the saga or these characters first began. The historical detail and the setting of time and 
place fascinated me. And so did the development of the characters who sprung to life from the pages.There's Aurora 
del Valle, the granddaughter of two very powerful women. One is the heroine of the prior book, a woman who 
followed one love to California but found another. And the other is the wealthy Paulina del Valle, a large woman 
whose business sense created a fortune for her family. Both are very different and both love their granddaughter, who 
gradually learns the depth of their love as well as the family secrets.There's tragedy in this book as well as romance. 
There's war and peace. And there are lots of contrasts between the places that are so well drawn that I felt I was 
actually living there. There's also a resolution as we look forward to the future of the characters in 20th century. 
Hopefully, the author will continue the story. Recommended.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An 
excellent account of life at the timeBy Jackie BothaAn excellent account of life at the time. Characters developed 
beautifully. Easy to identify with their emotions and why they developed and reacted the way that they did. Difficult to 
put down. Isabel Allende writes with compassion and a deep understanding of human nature and the influence life 
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experiences have on us all - ultimately shaping the way we respond to the environment and the people sharing our 
lives.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I truly enjoyed this bookBy NewportNicI truly enjoyed this 
book. Isabel Allende is such a good writer. Although I would not put it in the "unforgettable" class.


