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Michael Chiarello : Napa Stories: Profiles, Reflections, and Recipes from the Napa Valley  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Napa Stories: Profiles, Reflections, and 
Recipes from the Napa Valley: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good StuffBy The AimsterI just recently purchased this book even 
though it was written 11 years ago. Sometimes awkward because so much has changed (i.e. Robert Mondavi's passing 
away and sons no longer owning winery)yet I am a huge Napa Valley wine fan that I enjoy knowing the background 
of some wineries before I travel to visit them. Michael does a great job in writing and getting a intimate look at the life 
of a winemaker and the Napa lifestyle.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy d. shannonliving 
in the napa valley for 17 years brought all these remarkable people into 2016 for me!0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. This is a beautiful book about the wine countryBy dmwThis is a beautiful book about the wine 
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country...with great easy to follow recipies. Fun read even if you aren't a cook.

The story of Napa Valley winemaking is the story of its people - their triumphs and failures, their passion and 
commitment, and their ongoing struggle to produce world-class wines. In Michael Chiarello's stories and profiles, we 
meet the people who make the wine that gives the Napa Valley its singular reputation. As Chiarello points out, the best 
wines are more than just grapes, soil, and weather; there is a hint of the winemaker's character in them. By knowing 
the stories of the winemakers, we can taste the history and effort that has shaped every glass. The book includes 
vignettes that explain the winemaking process as a series of critical decisions, and the debate over these decisions 
often continues long after the wine is in the bottle. More than 150 stunning photographs by acclaimed photographer 
Steven Rothfeld capture the visual splendour of this remarkable place and highlight its cultural and culinary 
contributions. Chiarello brings an insider's insightful and intimate perspective to the story of this legendary region. He 
has created the ultimate gift book for everyone who enjoys the pleasures of fine wine.

.com The Napa Valley is justly famed for its winemaking. It's also home to the people responsible for that reputation, 
prominent vintners like Mondavi and Duckhorn, as well as lesser-known wine stars including Larry Turley and Tony 
Soter. Michael Chiarello's Napa Stories, written with Janet Fletcher, profiles these and others whose lives are 
intimately entwined with Napa wine production and enjoyment. A Valley resident for 15 years, Chiarello knows many 
of his subjects personally, and has also cooked for many of them at his award-winning restaurant in St. Helena, Tra 
Vigne. This personal involvement gives his book's narrative immediacy; his cooking savvy results in the book's 
selection of delicious, accessible valley recipes, such as Roast Chicken with Fennel and Cheese, Grilled Lamb Loins 
with Napa Cabernet, and Bing Cherry Compote with Basil Gelato. The book is organized around the illustrated 
profiles; in addition, Chiarello provides fascinating vignettes, such as Right Grape, Right Place; Napa Cheese; and 
Napa Wine, that elucidate the winemaking process (touching on such matters as varietal planting, fermentation, and 
blending) or celebrate the relationship of Napa food and wine. The Valley's compelling beauty and multicultural 
richness are captured in 150 color photos, which also depict the dishes in all their savor. With a resource list for 
authentic Napa Valley products, the book is an intimate blend of personal and territorial history--telling visual 
depictions, good food, and, of course, good wine. --Arthur BoehmAbout the AuthorMichael Chiarello, a California 
native and Napa resident for 20 years, is an acclaimed chef and winemaker, TV personality, and the author of the best-
selling The Vigne Cookbook, At Home with Michael Chiarello and Michael Chiarello's Casual Cooking. Janet 
Fletcher is staff food writer for the San Francisco Chronicle. Steven Rothfeld is a well-known photographer who 
specialises in travel and food photography. His books include Bringing Tuscany Home, Entrez, Irish Dreams, French 
Dreams, and Italian Dreams. 


